LORD   CARSON
knowledge of finance and no sense of obligation to be bound
by their own rules. The result of the case was to shake the
confidence of the men in their cc bosses," and was a strong
inducement to trades unions all over the country to set their
house in order. The Seamen's and Firemen's Union was
split in twain as a result of the action, and Mr. Havelock
Wilson never recovered his commanding position in the
Labour movement. At the next election his handsome
majority at Middlesbrough was turned into a decisive
defeat. But he had not yet learnt wisdom : the very next
day after Carson's victory he persisted in continuing another
action against the Shipping Gazette for reprinting the identical
Evening News articles, from which his name and certain strong
passages had been omitted. Apparently he considered his
defeat had alone been caused by Carson's devastating
methods, and Carson was not briefed for the Shipping Gazette,
Now he wished to vindicate himself. Of course he lost, and
the funds of his union had been squandered on another
expensive and fruitless action. Even now the trades-union
love of the law was not exhausted. Tom Mann made a violent
harangue attributing the defeat of his colleague to the unfair
advocacy of Carson, and hinted at an appeal to other Courts
and other Judges where justice would be done. But, mean-
while, one of the seamen wrote to Carson expressing their
thanks for what he had done. " When the union had not a
shilling in its coffers, Wilson had the audacity to try and get
us all out on strike and starve, as a last desperate effort to
prevent the union going to the dogs."
An old advocate of great experience and vast bulk, Pat
Murphy, Q,.C., who was engaged in a later case, had
listened all through Carson's cross-examination, and ob-
served to a colleague after the Court rose, " This man is a
better advocate than Charles Russell, and he is a better
advocate than Edward Clarke." They were the unquestioned
leaders of the Bar at the time. All these compliments he
accepted with his exemplary modesty, but the one compli-
ment which pleased him most was a telegram sent from the
library of the Four Courts, signed by a representative
committee of the Irish Bar, congratulating their old